
Ellis Island Journal Prompts 

1. Who are you? Describe your character and important information about your character.  
2. Describe your journey to America aboard the ship (weather, food, living conditions (what 

class of passenger you were), new friendships, language differences, etc.). 
3. Describe your thoughts and feelings when you saw the Statue of Liberty for the first time.  

What did “she” mean to you? 
4. What are your hopes and dreams in America? 
5. What are your fears and worries for your new life in America? 
6. What were you thinking on the ferry ride to Ellis Island? 
7. Describe your experience at Ellis Island. Include details on the “stairs of separation,” 

medical inspection, legal inspection, baggage, currency exchange, railroad ticket counter, 
lunch, snacks, etc.  

8. Predict what your future will be like in America. Will your dreams come true? 

 

Ellis Island Vocabulary 

People 
 Immigrant: a person who moves to a country that is not his or her native land to live  
  permanently. 
 Emigrant: a person who leaves his or her country to settle in another. 
 Anarchist: a person who tries to overthrow or break apart the government. 
 Citizen: a person owing allegiance to a country such as the United States. He or she may be  
  granted citizenship through birth or naturalization. 
 Public charge: immigrants who the government would have to support. 
 Inspector: a government official who is responsible for the processing of immigrants. 
 Samuel Ellis: farmer and merchant whose family sold Ellis Island to the U.S. government in  
  1808. 
 Frederic Bartholdi: French sculptor and creator of the Statue of Liberty. 
 Annie Moore: the first immigrant to be processed at Ellis Island (January 1, 1892). She was  
  from Ireland and given a $10 gold piece to commemorate the event. 
 
Places 
 Great Hall: also known as the registry room, was the 2nd floor of Ellis Island, where  
  immigrants lined up for processing. 
 Statue of Liberty: a gift of international friendship from the people of France to the people 
  of the United States. 
 


